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In Genesis 41 we read 0 .40 s on. Step by step, o the lives of our friends in
how Joseph interpreted Phar pioce of equipment at a timi Haiti. The manual pump at
aoh's dream and saved Egyp drilling equipment began tcthe other location where the
from seven years of famine ;e on the scene. Until fischool children and  their
and drought. In Haitl, t_he nally, one day in time the¢families are continuously
dream has come true in allittle y o0y pecame reality ar hampered by lack of water
different way. When the team ¢, inment and trained driller now can be pumped 24 hours
from St. Bridget arrived in ;" hia0e one inch at a tim a day, alleviating the distress.
Haiti seven years ago ther o search down into the ear
was a ternbl_e drought and for the life-giving water be-  Continue to dream with us
famine occurring. We imme- gan. Our quest was rewardeas St. Joseph continues to
diately assessed the situatio when down 200 and 300 fe€ guide us and direct us. With
and determined that there wa o precious, unlimited suppl aquioment in olace. the onl
not enough water to sustair . |ocated. The water he .o oPn n place, y
life. We worked, prayed and pcc - jocated. now we had I|m|t:31t|on is the dream.
dreamed about a day when th get it to the surface. QOd s Fiream is -that all men
drought and famine would be Trying to make the drear live a life of dignity and pur-
over. It became clear ovel 4 reality had its challenge: POS€: Haiti Mission’s goal is
time that the only way the 1) o January 1% 2008 the to Somehow make that dream
people would ever be freec seven year drought was br come true.

from the chains of malnutri- ken, hopefully forever. Pow

tion, Stalrgag'on ar:‘d deprl'_"a' ered totally by the beautifu
tion would be to have unlim- -, inhean” sun, water can

ited access to fresh water.

. flowing out from the bowels
The dream continued tc 9

of the earth, forever to chanc

Joy is something hard to de aware that the children neede April 6™ in the Annex at 1 PM.
scribe but is easy to understan shoes to go to school and churc! Students can earn service hours
when it is seen in the faces o the “shoe share” program tool for participating in this project.
children. When the Haiti Mis- shape really quickly. Having This year we expect to bring
sion team first came up with the each teacher trace each child shoes to over 700 children and
idea of bringing shoes to the footprint and then sending al their teachers. ‘What Joy, joy,
school children in Haiti, never those footprints to the missior joy, joy will be down in their
did we realize what joy it would team is an easy beginning. Th hearts’ and down in the hearts of
give to both the children receiv- details of making sure each chili all those who will be blessed with
ing the shoes and the people giv get shoes back is the tricky par an opportunity to join in the fun .
ing the shoes. Of all the program: On this end, it is amazing how here.
we have implemented in the de responsible people are who tak
velopment of the mission activity the footprints and buy a new pai
we call Haiti Mission, inc., the of shoes for their new founc
“shoe share” program has beeilfriend. The final phase of sort
the one that has touched the mo: ing, repacking the shoes witt “The only thing that children
lives and allowed the most par- vitamins, worm pills, treats anc wear out faster than shoes is...
ticipation. personal care items is lots of ful parents.”

When we began our first but takes lots of helping hands - John J. Plomp
school in Haiti and were made Please come help us on Sunda




Solar panels being installed.

Working on the cistern.
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Every year it seems asto be able to do such seemingl development of our Family Sup-
though God challenges our faitt small things as pay 15 cents fo port list.
and trust in him. When we first a ride to town or buy an egg o1 The other issue was the de-
began the family help program get together with a neighbor anc plorable housing in which we
we were given 26 names antbuy a chicken or a goat or a pig found all our families. One
asked if we could do something This turned out to be a wonder family of nine were living with
special for these especially poo ful initiative, allowing us to the grandfather and had a foun-
and destitute families. We camemeet the families at their huts dation for a new house in place,
up with the plan of inviting indi- visit with them and share hope but were never able to get any
viduals here to support a family for the future together. further. We had always hoped
there for $30. With that $30 we At each visit it was immedi- to make this our first housing
would take $15 of it and buy ately evident that the neighbor: build. Last year, we raised sev-
rice, flour, cooking oil, beans of these folks were just as desti eral thousand dollars and made
and sugar at the local market ii tute as they were and would in a start. Unfortunately, the mate-
Haiti and make a small gift bag. variably ask for help them- rial costs in Haiti are extremely
We would then change the othe selves. We decided to make high and the estimated cost for
$15 into their currency list and ask these families tcthis four room house eventually
(gourdes) and give them a little pray that God would help us became $10,000. Thank God,
cash with the gift bag, since the find sponsors for them for the we are almost there and it is al-
peasants in Haiti have no mone following year. So began the most complete.

So this year, the long and

* P+ " short of it is that we have 225
families on our list that we hope

| knew as Ken Trahan, Jonathar the well. What excitement therg to help and one or two houses
Blum, and I left for Haiti that we was when Father Joe said that fie to build, if the funds come in.
had a full week ahead of us. We would say Mass in the building | This year we will add a pack of
had a list of things to do—that  on Saturday to dedicate both prp- macaroni to our regular sup-
list was eleven items long. Nev- jects. Atthe dedication, the well plies and since the Haitian dol-
ertheless we moved ahead with was opened for service to the 13- |ar value has dropped we are
joyful anticipation. Although | cal community who make good | asking people to contribute $35
will mention only a few of these use of it. Nexton the listwastq fqr family support and whatever
items, we did complete all check on the progress of the pig you can for housing.

eleven. farm. The first litter of piglets Our goal is $20,000 for this

had been weaned. All ten of . .
First on the list was the installa- them are doing well. In additior}, o . God is really challenging
us this year, but what | have

tion of a solar powered well three females were expecting lit ; .
pump. We believed that all mate ters soon. To add to the glorio learned about God is that his
rials had previously been shipper occurrences of the week, on Saf people are always up to a chal-
to the location. Where we were il urday morning one female deliv lenge!
the countryside one does not ha' ered eight piglets. When we lef
the opportunity to swing by all were thriving.
Home Depot if there is a tool or
material item shortage. With The mission effort had commit-
some modifications to the equip- ted to support the construction ¢
ment of site, within two days wa- a new house for a Mr. Lamy wh
ter was flowing from the first lives beyond the Ravine Sab
well. School. On our trip last April th
group helped local workers with
Next on the list was the construc the pouring of the slab. Since
tion of a metal building to serve that time all of the walls have
as a kindergarten class at the Re been constructed. The constru
vine Sab School. The building tion of the roof is necessary for
kit had previously been shipped the completion of the
to the site from Port-au- house. That effort will be left fo
Prince. The building could not another trip.  Gary Lirette
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New Kindergarden class
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Haiti Mission, Inc. will culmination of the day at 5 open to helping her when shipriorities and fi-
celebrate World Water Day PM. We're encouraging eve- calls you. nances so that peo-
on Saturday, March 39at ryone to help us reach ou Haiti Mission, Inc. is ple can live the
Peltier Park in Thibodaux. $20,000 family support and committed to celebrating lives that God in-
Next year we hope to have house building goal this yeal World Water Day every year tends for them to
our “Running water for by participating in the raffle. in conjunction with the live rather than
Haiti” 5K run/walk but be- Besides the $1000 first prize United Nations. This is a struggling to simply
cause of Lent being early ancthere will be two beautiful yearly event which continueslive. Thanks also
some other factors we will quilts raffled off as well as a to bring about awareness o for your prayer for
have the four hour fun day$100 gift certificate to the desperate circumstance Haiti Mission, Inc.
without the run this year. Lloyd’'s Remedies in Gray. much of the world finds itself as we continue to
Lynette Cortez, our event co-  Lynette has lots of ideasin with regards to not having be part of the solu-
ordinator has lots of activitiesand fun activities planned sufficient water. tion to the world’s
for the young and young aionly limited by the amount Every time you open awater problems.
heart. There will be food of people that help her .faucet or open a bottle of wa
booths as well as a silent auc Please give Lynette a call iiter, say a prayer of thanks
tion. The drawing for our you have some things Yol iing. Pray that somehow

$1000 cash raffle will be the would like to help with or be 1 \vord will re-focus its

WWD - WWJD

“When you are up to your pig breeding facility is doing very we could complete the
neck in alligators, there is no time well at this time, which will allow home. How exciting to be there

to drain the swanipapplies in more pigs to be available for local and participate in the laying of the
many ways to the situation in families, thereby giving an eco- cement slab on the foundation and
which we originally found our- nomic boost to the area. then to see the cinder blocks go
selves when we arrived in Haiti up. $3000 ended up being about
seven years ago. There was so But the nagging housing a third of what the total for this
much to do, so where do you problem persists. From the first house would cost. Haiti is the

start. No matter what the prob- day we arrived there was a foun- victim of an international econ-
lems, if there is not sufficient wa- dation behindhis old hut that had omy which leaves most of the

ter to drink then that will be first ~ been started by the church com- people penniless and costs of sup-
up on the agenda. Thusitwas munity but never completed. The plies two or three times what they
where the Haiti Mission team be- old man was trying to care for his are here in the U.S - a paradox of
gan and continues today, with grandchildren who had lost their  insurmountable proportions.
results that | doubt most of the ~ parentsThey were all living in a

most hopeful never expected to  deplorable one room shanty, con-

achieve. Then there was the needstantly seeing the foundation of a

for schools, shoes, animals, medi-seemingly impossible dream. The

cine, more food and of course,  mission team always dreamed

everyone needed some housing also of the day, if and when it

help. Housing help just wasn't  might come, to begin our housing

even possible for us to consider athelp by completing that founda-

the outset with so many other tion.

pressing needs and very limited

The Morgina trees.

funds and manpower. Little by Last year the Haiti Mis-
little, God showed us ways to sion Board decided to put out an
help and in what order. Now appeal for funds allocated to help

there are three schools educating With housing. God touched the
750 children that had no hope for hearts of several individuals and
schools before. We have families an organization that gasgproxi-
being helped with a little financial mately $3000. With no experi-

aid and basic food staples. Our €nce in housing there, we hoped _
Blessing the well at the schot First time Missionaries
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A man and his wife walkec Artificial intelligence is no
into a dentist's office. The mal match for Natural Stupidity!
said to the dentist, "Doctor, I'n
in a really big hurry! | have If you're too open minded, you
two buddies sitting out in my brains will fall out.
car waiting for us to go play
golf. So forget about the anes It is hard to understand how
thetic and just pull the toott cemetery raised its burial cos
and be done with it -- | don'and blamed it on the cost of liv
have time to wait for the anes<ing.
thetic to work! The dentist
thought to himself, "My good-
ness--this sure is a very bray
man, asking me to pull his
tooth without using anything tc
kill the pain. "So the dentist
asked him, "Which tooth is it,
sir?" The man turned to hi
wife and said, "Open youl
mouth, Honey, and show th
doctor which one hurts."

It's not important what God
takes from you. The important
thing is what you do with
what's left.

Hubert Humphrey

An ad as appeared in the
New Jersey Courier News:
“Garage sale--Children’s toys,
washing machine, 19 inch TV,
and other household gads

Conscience may not keep
you from doing wrong, but it
should keep you from enjoy-
ing it!

Mother Theresa’s recipe for
peace--silence, prayer, kind-
ness, love, humility, joy,
smile.



