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Board of Directors It seems as though that every year wher
Board of Directors comes time for our mission team to leav
Pete & Charlene Cavalier there are articles describing unrest or dist
Brenda Fanguy bances in Haiti. This year was no exce

Gary & Louise Lirette tion. The manifestations and demonstratic
Jeannette Naquin

seeds. The Moringa tree is a fast growing
tree whose leaves can provide an excellent
source of nutritionally rich, high protein food

for animals and people. Each family received
a pack of vegetable and a pack of Moringa

Ronnie & Betty Thomas which were going on the week prior 0 0l o0 caeds.

Events Coordinator scheduled trip were due to the rapidly risir

Lyr;)flftte C:thez food prices — especially rice. Most of us he Although our mission team was faced with
Public Relations Director ; ; . .
Brenda Fremin can relate to the_gnger and frl_Jstra_ltlon Whl more than usual _concerns regardlng this
Technical Advisor the people of Haiti were experiencing. Wityear's travel to Haiti, we trusted in God and
Kenny Bollinger their economy still struggling to recover fror yrsted in the wise counsel of Fr. Joe in Haiti
Medical Consultants many years of dictatorship, the vast majority anq once again brought physical and spiritual
Dr. Aaron Lirette, M.D. ; . . .

Dr. Alicia Lirette. M.D the people have virtually no funds to offset a pg|p just in time to people who often are
\Water Project Consultants increase in food prices. Tragically, the foCfaced with hopelessness on a regular basis.
Joe Blum Jr. and fuel prices are rising there at a greater 1

John Minnix than here in the US — an ugly picture that Every year my beloved wife, Faie, writes a
Sgg't%ﬂrﬁ?}\ggoéfuz becoming more dismal with each passiipoem which describes each member of the
Rev. Jomanas Eustache day. Fortunately, the Haitian government w mission team which usually makes reference

able to negotiate some better prices for rice - to some humorous happening or some par-
BB W B W B east for the moment - while trying to acce ticular character trait which they manifested

Haiti, April 2008 aid from some of its international neighbors. during the trip. This year in addition to that,
Wells to drill, ) ) o she wrote a poem which describes details of
Houses to build In the midst of all this, our mission team a hjs year's trip. We hope you enjoy it.

Supplies to sort and give r.|ved vynh shoes for_750 school k|ds_ and sor
Shoes to share financial and food aid for 240 especially nee:
Sugar cane mill to repair; families. What joy was experienced throug
Priests and deacon to preach out the villages as the families received thi
Teachers to teach gift packages of rice, flour, sugar, spaghe
Students to learn, soap, $25 in their currency (remember most
Pigs to auction and feed and these peasants make less than $100 per y
yes, even to breed: and most importantly, love and hope for a b
Balls for soccer to play: ter tomorrow. An additional program imple

Morning & evening prayers to mented this year was vegetable seed distri
tion. Don Robinson had been able to acquir

ray; .
Thin%s)tlo fix: large supply of various types of vegetak
Garden fence of,sticks. seeds from a local feed store. The Mission t
Seeds to sow also purchased several thousand Morin

Moringatreestogrow I B I o B B & B @ B b
Cell phones that ring

Tiny bugs that sting.
Lots of pictures to take

A storm that we thought . .
would never break. The new technology of the cell phone has it allowed from 1AM -4AM. Two houses in Nu-

Lay-over in Port-au-Prince pacted even our Haitian villages. One out mero Deux have solar panels for electricity so
At Matthew 25 house  €Vvery 3 Haitians has a cell phone. One digi they can re-charge phone batteries for about 20
Supper with a Haitian friend’s company has place_d towers all over the col cents per use. It seems rath(_ar odd to see a very

children and his spouse. try and has made it affordable for_even He poor person on the road gwdmg a QOnkey from

With God’s help t|ans_ who have no land phone service to co th_e market with a cell phone in his ear. We

We did all these things; municate via telephone. Refurbished phor will have Fr. Joe purchase a cell phone and

can be purchased for about $8. Phone ce card for our use while we're there next year

But what joy to us . o
are purchased for small amounts; free calls . which we will give to someone when we leave.

Did the villagers bring!

By: Faie Duplantis
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Pig, Pigs, Pigs!

One of the major problems with the Haitian econoisithat

there are not enough pigs in Haiti. About thirgays ago the
Haitian Creole Pig (the breed which is indigenoudititi and

can survive the intense heat) contracted a disshig brought
about the decision to eradicate all the pigs astbre the herd
with another breed. The plan didn’'t work and afiirthe pigs

were destroyed, the pigs were never replaced; ¢éhsgnt econ-
omy was decimated with the people having to tursctounging

for work in the city or producing charcoal.

One of our primary focuses as we continued to wokkards
improving the water supply was to increase the pigula-
tion. We were able to build a facility to house tiogs and after
a rough start, our breeding program in the pastrfemmths has
produced over 30 baby pigs. Our plan is to distgtabout half
of the hogs produced to needy and capable fandliessell the
rest at periodic auctions. With great joy on oart@nd the part
of the first families to be selected, in early Aprie distributed

the first nine pigs with the stipulation that thiegd to breed the
animals before slaughtering them and return onébpik to the
program from the breeding.

After the Sunday liturgy celebration, the missiearh was able
to be part of the distribution/auction of anotheatdh of

pigs. Four were distributed to families selectgdtiie church
committee and then six were auctioned off. Deddogyd was

the auctioneer - commanding between $30 and $4arddor

five of the pigs auctioned off and getting $80 fame boar
hog!! What a difference a few years can make wdmes thinks

about how the village was when we first arrived awodv how

some are able to bid for pigs!! Praise God!! Tikitruly a sign

of improving prosperity and progress. With the epfrom the

auction we will buy two more females and incredse groduc-
tion for the community.

We now have a veterinarian that comes to visitfawdlity to
monitor the health of the animals and make surg #re being
properly cared for. Your generosity and persevegas really
helping to fill up our Haitian “piggy bank!”
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Soccer success!

After a few years that our schools had been intence in Haiti,
we came to realize that there was no recreatiogapenent in
the villages with which the children could play.o &s good
Americans, we put together a recreational packaggaming
some balls and bats, volleyballs, basketballs ariemasoccer
balls.

Auctioneer Lloyd Pigs for sale!

When we arrived in Haiti with our equipment, wes@ame G e g B WO LR R e

realize that the only equipment that was needenh fnrow on
would be soccer balls. In Haiti, soccer balls m@re valuable
than gold. We hadn'’t paid attention befdpet we began to no-
tice that everywhere we went the kids were kicksognething
that would roll and often that was a flat soccdt. bhe follow-
ing year we brought more and the year after mbug still so
many asked for soccer balls. This year we wererdehed to
bring 100 or more if we could. Word got out about soccer
plans via one of the members of this year’s team.

supplies to bring with us. What excitement we wdavhen at
each school we presented eight soccer balls amdgénee balls
to the fledgling soccer teanWe also included one ball in addi-
tion to family supplies to more than 60 strugglfagnilies. At
each presentation we had a picture of Nicole witha#tian in-
scription saying that the balls were donated in wwmof
Nicole and to please pray for her and her famiicole, your
memory lives on in the hearts and lives of lotdaohilies and
children in Haiti !

Then, a terrible tragedy pumped additional life ointhe o O 4 o 4 o W m W W W

plans. The sudden and untimely death of Nicoleifavsenior
at E.D. White Catholic High School, became the lgatdor suf-

ficient donations to come in to help us fulfill odiream of bring-

ing 150 soccer balls to the Haitian children. Mensbof the
Thibodaux Rotary club as well as Nicole’'s familydaftiends
found out about our plans. Nicole had been vetivaat the
school both academically and athletically. Thely fieat they
wanted to help the Haitian children in
Nicole. Things began to happen and by the timevers pack-
ing up for this year’s trip, we had sufficient funtb purchase
120 good quality balls, a couple of nets and sonmeliyy soccer

Furture Star School Soccer Balls |

memory  of
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The primary focus of Haiti Mission, Inc. always hasen and
will always continue be improving the water suppiythe com-
munities which we serve as well as other commuitiewhich
we are able to help.

After successfully drilling two wells in the villeg of Numero
Deux and Ravine Sable, we responded to a despepptal for
help in another town about twenty miles away whbaeze were
no wells and the need for an orphanage was grestwe knew
when we accepted the challenge to help, withoubrsistent
water supply, the feasibility of a viable orphanageaunrealis-
tic. So, we responded to the call and moved ouipagent to
the site. Things went well until we reached th® f@ot mark
and some of the material caved in from above cgusur drill
bit to jam. The piece of equipment we needed &akit loose

on site — so we were delayed in completing that alehg with
running way over budget on the project.

Thank God for two things. Firsa wonderful donation came in
allowing us to get the piece of equipment sent dand sec-
ondly, it worked as hoped. What a great joy torgmtis that the
bit came right out once the drillers started burgptrto break it
loose. The remainder of the story is good and umifwie We
got back to work and found some wonderful freshewab0 feet
down. We've now moved the equipment back to anadfie in
the next village not far from Ravine Sable callednNCham-
pagne where the community fountain is not workirRyay that
we can have an “uneventful” drill this time anddithis needy
community a permanent source of fresh water. Téagain for
your support. Without your help, these costly bitdlly essen-
tial projects would not be possible.

Elh sl s e el esn

had to be ordered from the states — read into dtedeément a
minimum of six weeks to be shipped, clear custont arrive

Fr. Ding, Dn. Lloyd, the drill
ers and a few of the men
gather for prayer and blessing
of the equipment. (right)

Water flowing, a beautiful
sight! (left)

The house under constructipn
(right) and the keys being given
to the new owners as Fr. Joe,
Ronnie, Fr. Ding, Lloyd an
Faie look on.
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Habitat for Haitians House Building project! — Love giving - Life changing

All of us who have ever bought a nhew home knowekgtement move from the hut to the home!! What ]Oy to be ableledicate
and exhilaration experienced with the entire evémw of us the home on the day before we left and presentavid Mrs.
have had to wait eight years and endure untoldshépd living in Lamy with the keys to their new house. They coutd say
a one room hut with 10 people prior to moving itke new thank you enough. We were humbled!! No more lealgf,rno
house. Such was the fate of the Claude Lamy familRavine Mmore trying to survive intolerable conditions. Ntve family is
Sable. The very first year we arrived in Haiti veavsthe plight of in a safe and sturdy four room block house witlbadgroof. We
the Lamy family but there were not sufficient furtdscomplete hope that we can continue our building program -atsitat for
the foundation, have the slab poured and the blmadks erected. Haitians” — Continuing with the next house for I‘Wrathurin, the
Last year we were able to raise funds to get thiwse and this 0ld blind man who has to sleep in mud when it raiNgh your
year, thanks again to some generous donors, we atseeto put help and God’s blessings we will be able to corgithis won-

the roof on, complete the windows and doors andttsed.amys ;jerful and gratifying program of providing homes fbe help-
ess.
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World Water Day - Bringing water to a country that has over 50% efgpulation living without readily available pokab
water is an incredible task. In certain ways, ew@re important than trying to alleviate the plighto bring about awareness in
people here that such a plight exists. That wadtipe of the Haiti Mission Board and its assosiatben we decided to sponsor a
World Water Day event. When we became aware tiatUnited Nations sponsored such a day each yeachieve just such a
goal, it seemed clear that we join in witlhatleducational program. Fortunatelye were able to enlist the aid of Lynette Cortez,
who had been involved with another non-profit ie ffublic relations and fund raising sector priocéming on board with us this
year and her good friend and capable associateBMsda Fremin. Together they did a wonderfulgobrdinating and promoting
the family oriented function throughout the comntyni Although we had a rainy start and a few offjiéches coming out of the
box, overall the day was a tremendous success. kitlsehad a great time, the adults enjoyed the famdl silent auction and great
fun was had by all. Thanks to all the wonderfuluwrbeers and vendors who came out to make the slajca as it was. Besides
bringing about awareness in the community of thekved Haiti Mission, it also brought in some needadding to help us give to
morefamilies in Haiti this year where the needs wereatgr than ever. God bless everyone who helpeddWedater Day be the
success it was this year.
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A bunch of Crocks—atter experiencing a really large amount of rairour mission areas, all of us in the group who had
brought our crocks were appreciative for havingrthe They were easy to walk with and easy to clelinwvas after one of our
“sticky, muddy” walks that | suggested to the gralbat next year we could perhaps purchase crocksn@tessarily that brand) for
all of the students and teachers. Other advantagakl be they are light-weight so we could placeenaf them in a fewer number
of duffle bags; they easily accommodate the wide &zes needed; they're cheaper than regular shoesthey are perfect for the
muddy, slippery and rocky terrain.
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Lloyd’s Laughs Faie’s Facts
HOW FAR IS THE MOON?

Two blondes living in Oklahoma were sitting on armh talk-

ing, and one blonde says to the other, "Which dawthink is ~ Mosquitoes got the bite on you? Place some Ligteri
farther away... Florida or the moon?" The other bhde turns  (yes, the medicinal type) in a spray bottle. Spray
grlldEsEallDyISN "(I;illlgioEo_I(_)ooooo, can you see Florida 2777?? wherever you see the bugs flying ---around yous,leg
A police officer stops a blonde for speeding andsiber very walkways, food areas, tables, etc. and ,VOIla the”S,m
nicely if he could see her license. repels the pests. You can also put a little watea i
She replied in a huff, "I wish you guys would gebyr act to-  dinner plate with a couple of drops of Lemon Fresh

gether. Just yesterday you take away my license theah today Joy dishwashing soap. The bugs are attracted $o thi

é?&gép\?v‘i&e to show it to you!" and either die in the dish or the surface aroured th
There's this blonde out for a walk. She comes tdwer and dish. Our outdoor Haiti mission crayfish boil held-

sees another blonde on the opposite bank. "Yoo-Hale der the trees on Pete and Charlene Cavalier’'s st w

shouts, "How can | get to the other side?"The seabhlonde  able to continue because of these facts.
looks up the river then down the river and shoutadk, "You
ARE on the other side."
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